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About the speaker 

ÁSenior Judge in Egypt.

ÁAdvisor to the Minister of Military Production.

ÁFormer advisor to the Chairman of the Egyptian Regulator of the

Exchange.

ÁI hold a Ph.D. in Law from the University of Lyon III in France, for a

dissertation on the legal framework to fight cybercrime in Europe

and the USA.

ÁMy domain of interest covers: cybercrime, data protection, national

and information securities.

ÁFounder and Chairman of the French Association of Cybercrime

Prevention (AILCC).
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About Egypt é

ÁKnown officially by The Arab Republic of Egypt

ÁCovering an area about 1,000,000 km2

ÁBordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the north,

Israel to the northeast, the Red Sea to the east,

Sudan to the south and Libya to the west.

ÁThe great majority of its estimated 83 million people

live near the banks of the Nile River.

ÁEgyptôseconomy depends on agriculture, petroleum

and tourism.

ÁThe official language of Egypt is Arabic, with other

spoken languages such as English, French and

German.

ÁFootball is the Popular National sport of Egypt.
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Background é

ÁHosni Mubarak, the former President

became head of EgyptôsRepublic

government following the assassination of

President Anwar El Sadat in 1981.

ÁHe continued to serve until his departure in

2011.

ÁMubarakôs30-year reign made him the

longest serving President in Egyptôshistory.

ÁMubarakôsgovernment earned the support

of the West and a continuation of annual aid

from the United States.
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The Internet in Egypt: Popular and Powerful

ÁDomain name: dot EG

ÁPopulation: 83 000 000 

ÁInternet-users: 17 060 000 

ÁAverage charge for one hourôs 

connection: 0,20 US$ 

ÁNumber of imprisoned bloggers : 2
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Connective technologies are a growing force in 

Egypt

ÁInternet use in Egypt increased from less

than 1 percent to 21 percent of the population

during the past decade.

Á30% of Egyptôs17 million Internet users now

subscribe to Facebook, an increase of 10

percent since just May 2010.

ÁThe Egyptian government reports 60 million

mobile phone subscribers out of 80 million

people, although smartphone penetration in

the country is still low.
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The blogosphere 

ÁSince early 2007, the government has been
reinforcing Web surveillance under the iron fist
of a special department of EgyptôsMinistry of
Interior.

ÁFacebook has been placed under surveillance,
rather than blocked, so that activists can be
observed and arrested.

ÁAuthorities are monitoring emails and telephone
calls without any court order.

ÁSince 2008, cell phone companies are required
to obtain their customersôpersonal data before
selling them their services.

ÁSurveillance is also commonplace in cybercafés,
which are frequently visited by the population.
The authorities often pressure café managers to
gain access to the personal data of Internet
users that interest them.
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Bloggers: Mobilized but also harassed

ÁIn 2008, over 500 of bloggers were arrested

for ñendangeringstate securityòmainly by

virtue of the State of Emergency Law.

ÁThe crackdown continued in 2009.

ÁMost have been released since then, yet

two bloggers are still behind bars.

ÁSince January 2009, an average of one

complaint per day is lodged against a

journalist or a blogger.

ÁBlogger Abdel Kareem Nabil Suleiman,

nicknamed ñKareemAmeròwas sentenced

to three years in prison for ñinsultingthe

Presidentò.
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